
The Story of God: The Bible as Narrative 

Introduction 

Threads of the Story 
 
 

* Review so far 

This morning we want to review a series we did earlier in the year 

We said the Bible is a single story, with the normal format of a story 

We also said the story has a theme or thesis 

The Story also has what I would call threads, main threads that run thru the entire story 

Themes or threads that are essential if you are ever to make sense of God’s Story as you read 

So that once you know them, as you read or listen on your own, the Story will make sense – repeating pattern 

This is NOT an exhaustive list, but they are key I think to seeing the Story clearly 

 

1. Israel AND the Nations 
 

2. Original call to Abraham – Genesis 12:1-3, 17:1-4 

 

• Genesis 12:1-3 

What do you see in these versus? 

What was supposed to be “blessed” through Abram? Was it odd about it? 

Starts out with building a Nation, but then all of the families of the EARTH are blessed 

• Genesis 17:1-6, 7 

• Genesis 18:16-18 

Again, what is God up to? What is God’s goal? How? 

To bless ALL THE NATIONS thru His relationship with Abraham and Abraham’s descendants 

This is not what I was taught 

I was taught this: 

a) God created world 

b) World goes South 

c) God puts plan into action 

d) God picks Israelites 

e) Israelites fail 

f) Jesus – Israel on Israel’s behalf, saves the day 

g) Israel rejects so Gentiles take over 

h) One day Israel will return 

Though there is a lot of truth to this sequence of events, it really is quite inaccurate in many ways 

Namely, this has NEVER BEEN God’s heart or approach 

Call was always to bless Jew AND Gentile 

He wasn’t FOR THE JEWS in the OT and now is FOR THE GENTILES and eventually He will BE FOR BOTH 

 

3. Israelites call to be a Kingdom of Priests – Exodus 19:1-6 

• Exodus 19:1-5, 6, 7-8 

Notice, what does God say to the Israelites? What is their call? What does that mean? What is the role of a priest? 

Now we have gone from a man to a Nation called by God to minister on behalf of mankind and act as a go between, 

between God and mankind 

REMEMBER OUR COVENANT WORD – GOD IS ALWAYS RELATIONALLY REACHING OUT 

 

2. “The Sins” – From Individual to Society 
 

• Gen. 3:8-11 

What did they have before this situation? 

Greatest thing was intimacy with God 

What do you see in this passage? 

What is the affect of sin? 



How does he know he is naked? 

Self revealing 

What happens as a result of Adam’s sin in THESE verses? 

Blames…sin is moving, doesn’t just sit still 

 

• Gen. 4:1-7 

In Abel, you have a view of that intimacy that once was starting over again 

What happens with sin in these passages? 

How is this different from the sin of Adam in chapter 3? 

Is this important? What does it say about sin? 

 

Always moving from the individual to Society 

It grows, and passes from person to person 

Sin NEVER stops with one person 

And unfortunately, it doesn’t just go between one person to another 

 

• By Chapter 6 society is so evil God has to wipe the whole slate clean other than Noah’s family 

Again, sin is always moving from the INDIVIDUAL to SOCIETY 

From the Garden in a sense to the Globe 

From one person to a kingdom, or in this case what we might call an ANTI-KINGDOM 

Francisco’s situation – System is set up to hurt him 

 

3. “From Oppressed to Oppressor” 

 
• Ex. 1:1, 6-11, 12-14 

“Afflict” = Oppress 

Again, how would you categorize this in regards to sin? 

It is not described so much as an individual, but as an entire society built to oppress others 

How specifically is the “system” or society oppressing the Israelites? 

Thru slavery 

What is slavery? Is it ever right? In other words, would you ever be able to say it is a part of God’s desired Kingdom 

way of ruling? Why or why not? 

Egypt, to use our language, is an ANTI-KINGDOM 

It is a Kingdom completely opposed to the heart of God and what God is for and what God is about 

 

• I Kings 10:1-9 

What is the Queens perspective of Solomon and Israel? 

Where did she get this perspective? 

Amazing…have this powerful Queen from afar, but she has been learning about God by the way Israel acts 

Sound familiar? What thread have we looked at already that speaks to this? 

And what specifically in verse 9 has the Queen learned that Israel is called for? 

“To do Justice and Righteousness” 

Remember Genesis 12 and the initial conversation with Abraham? 

What was the original call and what was supposed to happen thru Abraham? 

Become a Nation, bless all the families and Nations thru them 

Is that happening? 

Incredible isn’t it? I think this is like some 600 years later but God is faithful to make it happen 

A Foreign Queen, who knows nothing of God, knows about Him now thru their light 

The call in Exodus 19 to be priests is happening! 

 

But…unfortunately, chapter 10 is sandwiched by chapters 9 & 11 

• I Kings 9:15 

What is going on here? Why is this significant? 

What has happened to the oppressed Nation of Israel that was under the oppression of Egypt? 

The oppressed has become the oppressor 

This is EVERYTHING AGAINST what God stands for…this is Anti-Kingdom if you will 



A society of sinful people, creating a structured systemic sinful regime built to oppress others 

This is ISRAEL in I Kings under Solomon! 

- using slaves to build the Temple for God 

- using slaves to build the palaces for comfort 

REMEMBER OUR KINGDOM WORD – THIS IS NOT WHAT JESUS THE KING IS ABOUT 

 

4. “In His Image” 
 

• Genesis 1:26-27 

“Let US make ADAM in OUR IMAGE” 

What does that mean image? 

Goes on to say LIKENESS 

Reflection of, copy of 

You remind me of… 

To liken after 

What does verse 27 tell you? 

Takes both to reflect Him properly…can’t unisex people…dim the image 

Why is this important to God? Why would He do this? 

* Review Trinity – God’s essence is relational 

God, wholly relational within His own Trinity (topic for another time), extends that same quality to/thru us 

 

• Lev. 26:1 

• Deut. 4:16 

Doesn’t even want a copy of the image…only the image is OK for reflection 

Amazing, but even once removed is too dim to reflect properly on God 

 

• Psalm 106:19-20 

“exchanged their GLORY” = their honor, their weight, their splendor 

What is their splendor? 

I would think being a masterpiece of the Creator Himself, that which reflects HIM 

Ultimate question for me is, why does God care if we make an image? 

What is it the image is actually replacing? 

US 

If we are in fact what reflects God, then replacing us with a copy pulls away from that 

Animals are not made in God’s Image and thus don’t reflect Him like we do 

Creation itself is not made in God’s image, and thus doesn’t reflect Him like we do 

ONLY WE are made in His image 

Amazing, God is both protecting HIS worship which is due Him AND protecting OUR purpose and identity 

 

REMEMBER OUR GLORY WORD 

 

Kingdom, Covenant, Glory 

 


